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them since she was quite tiny. And all the time
she had known that she had this passion for
dancing and for play-acting. When the fair
came to the town everybody went to it, and there
she saw the play-actors. The circus would come
with its big top, and its tumbling amusing clowns,
and the prancing little cream ponies, which side-
stepped round the ring, and the lovely lady in
fauze and spangles who stood atop them and
lew kisses to the applauding audience.

When I grow up I will go with the circus, the
child had promised herself.

Her people did not know. Had she told them
they would have condemned it as being non-
sense and would have dismissed it. They thought
of nothing save of the little farm witii its one
great room and the staircase climbing out of it,
and the doves on the roof, and the apricots
stretching around in their little orchards.

They would not have cared.

Night after night she practised the tricks in
her own room, tricks that she had seen at the
circus. So when she was thirteen she was lithe and
lissom; she could turn cartwheels and was already
something of a contortionist. She could stand
upon a big ball and roll it along under her feet.
Because she was so keenly interested she applied
herself to learning these tricks, and when she
was just fourteen and the fair came again, she
went round to the ring-master and offered her-
self.

" See, I can dance," she told him.

There, on the Trough field, sl*e danced for him.
There was the noise of the rest of the fair, the